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Ave Maria University Latin American Campus is located in San Marcos, 

Carazo, Nicaragua. Inquiries about admission should be addressed to: 

 

Office of Admissions 

Ave Maria University Latin American Campus 

San Marcos, Carazo, Nicaragua. 

Phone Numbers: (505) 2535-2314 / 2535-2312 

Fax Number: (505) 2535-2336 

Email: admissions@avemaria.edu.ni 

Website: www.avemaria.edu.ni 

 

 

The Ave Maria University main campus is located at the following address: 

 

 

Ave Maria University 

5050 Ave Maria Boulevard  

Ave Maria, FL 34142-9505 

Phone (239) 280-2500  

Website: www.avemaria.edu 

 

 

The provisions of this Catalogue are not to be regarded as an irrevocable contract.  

 

The Trustees and Faculty reserve the right to modify, revoke, or add to the University 

regulations at any time. 
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CALENDARS 

 

FALL 2009 SEMESTER 

 

Institutional Workshop  

Dormitories open 

Spanish, Math & English Placement Exams 

Student Life Orientation begins 

Academic Orientation/Registration only for new Students 

Academic Advisement/Registration for all students 

Classes begin 8:00 a.m. 

Last day to drop/add classes w/o financial penalty  

Computer Proficiency Exam 

$25 penalty for late registration after this date 

Writing Proficiency Examination 

Academic Honors Assembly ï 11:00 a.m. 

Official Count Day: Last day to enter a class or Change to Audit 

without special permission. Last day to drop without W grade 

Central American Independence Days (campus closed) 

Provostôs Forum ï 11:00 a.m. 

Conversion Retreat 

Classes dropped after this date become an ñFò 

Academic Deanôs Forum ï 11:00 a.m.  

Mid-semester grades due to Records Office  

Campus-wide Field Day (Shortened Classes) 

MAPP Test 9:30 ï 12:30 a.m. 

Pre-registration for Spring Semester 

Student Life Forum ï 11:00 a.m. 

AMULAC Retreat 

Thanksgiving Holidays (no classes)  

No classes after 4:00 p.m. Campus Purísima Celebration 

Purísima Holiday (No classes) 

Last day of classes  

Final examinations scheduled 

Dormitories close 

Final grades due to Records Office by 12:00 noon 

Last day administrative offices are open 

August 17 - 21            

August 20 

August 20 ï 22 

August 21 

August 24 

August 25 

August 26 

August 28 

September 3 

September 4 

September 8 

September 10             

 

September 11 

September 14 ï 15 

September 17 

September 18 - 20 

October   9 

October 15 

October 19 

October 20 

October 29 

Oct. 29 ï Nov. 13 

November 12 

November 13 - 15 

November 26 ï 27 

December 3 

December 8 

December 10 

December 11ï 17 

December 18 

December 18 

December 18 
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CALENDARS 

 

SPRING SEMESTER 2010 

 

Administrative Offices open  

Dormitories open 

Spanish, Math & English Placement Exams 

Student Life Orientation begins 

Academic Orientation/Registration only for new Students 

Academic Advisement/Registration for all students 

Classes begin 8:00 a.m. 

Last day to drop/add classes w/o financial penalty 

$25 penalty for late registration after this date 

Writing Proficiency Examination  

Computer Proficiency Exam 

Official Count Day: Last day to enter a class or Change to Audit 

without special permission. Last day to drop without W grade  

Conversion Retreat 

Academic Honors Assembly ï 11:00 a.m. 

Pro-Life Forum 11:00 am. 

Ash Wednesday Mass (No classes, 11:00 ï 12:00) 

Provostôs Forum ï 11:00 a.m. 

Classes dropped after this date become an ñFò 

Mid-semester grades due to Records Office 

Campus-wide Field Day (Shortened Classes) 

Academic Deanôs Forum ï 11:00 a.m. 

Pre-registration for Spring Semester  

AMULAC Retreat 

Easter Holiday (Campus closed) 

Classes Resume 8:00 a.m. 

Student Life Forum ï 11:00 a.m.  

Labor Day Holiday (Campus closed)  

Last day of classes 

Final examinations scheduled 

Senior Grades due to Record Office 

Dormitories close 

Final grades due to Records Office by 12:00 noon  

Graduation Commencement Ceremony 

January 4                         

January 7                                                 

January 7 - 9 

January 8  

January 11  

January 12     

January 13  

January 15  

January 20                       

 January 21            

January 27 

 

January 29                     
January 29 - 31 

February 4 

February 11 

February 17  

February 25            February 25 

March 5 

March 8 

March 10               

March 11 

March 17 ï April 2 

March 19 - 21 

March 29 ï April 5 

April 6  

April 8 

May 1 

May 14  

May 17 ï 21  

May 20  

May 21  

May 21  

May 22 
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SUMMER I (May 31 ï July 2, 2010) 

Registration/Academic Advisement 

Dormitories Open  

First Day of classes  

Last day to drop/add classes w/o financial penalty  

$25 penalty for late registration after this date 

Official Day Count: Last day to enter class or Change to Audit 

without special permission 

Last day to drop without W grade  

Classes dropped after this date become an ñFò 

Last day of Classes Summer I  

Final Grades due to Records Office 

Dormitories close 

May 27 - 28 

May 29 

May 31 

June 2 

June 3 

 

June 4 

June 8 

June 16 

July 1 

July 2 

July 2 

 

SUMMER II (July 5 ï August 6, 2010) 
Registration/Academic Advisement  

Dormitories Open 

First Day of classes 

Last day to drop/add classes w/o financial penalty  

$25 penalty for late registration after this date 

Official Day Count: Last day to enter class or  Change to Audit 

without special permission 

Last day to drop without W grade  

Classes dropped after this date become an ñFò 

Last day of Classes Summer I  

Final Grades due to Records Office  

Dormitories close  

July 1 - 2 

July 3 

July 5 

July 7 

July 8 

 

July 9 

July 9 

July 21 

August 5 

August 6 

August 6 

 

 

Fall 2010 Important Days 

Institutional Workshop week      August 16 - 20 

Student Life Orientation      August 21 

Registration for Fall       August 23 - 24 

Classes begins        August 25 
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INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

The University is a place of concourse, whither students come from every 

quarter for every kind of knowledge.  ... It is a place where inquiry is 

pushed forward, and discoveries verified and perfected, and rashness 

rendered innocuous, and error exposed, by the collision of mind with mind, 

and knowledge with knowledge. 

ðJohn Henry Cardinal Newman, The Idea of a University 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

ñScholarship and Learning in the Catholic Liberal Arts Traditionò 

 

Founded in fidelity to Christ and His Church, in response to the call of 

Vatican II for greater lay witness in contemporary society,  Ave Maria 

University exists to further teaching, research, and learning at the 

undergraduate and graduate levels in the abiding tradition of catholic 

thought in both national and international settings.  The University takes 

as its mission the sponsorship of a liberal arts education curriculum 

dedicated, as articulated in the Apostolic Constitution Ex Corde 

Ecclesiae, to the advancement of human culture, the promotion of 

dialogue between faith and reason, the formation of men and women in 

the intellectual and moral virtues of the Catholic faith, and to the 

development of professional and pre-professional programs in response 

to local and societal needs.  As an institution committed to Catholic 

principles, the university recognizes the importance of creating and 

maintaining an environment in which faith informs the life of the 

community and takes expression in all its programs. 

 

Catholic Identity and History 

Ave Maria University is a Catholic liberal arts-based institution of higher education 

devoted to the education of the whole person, a dynamic process that engages students in 

both the pursuit of academic excellence and a deep exploration of Catholic faith and 

culture. The essential mission of the University is the development of a Christ-centered 

scholar prepared for lifelong learning, a professional career, or in pursuit of further 

graduate education.  

 

In 1998, Ave Maria Institute was founded as a two-year institute of Catholic higher 

education with the encouragement and support of Bishop Carl F. Mengeling of the 

Diocese of Lansing, Michigan. After it began in September 1998 with, forty students, 

Ave Maria Institute quickly grew and it developed an ambitious and far-reaching plan for 
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development. In 1999, it acquired a branch campus in Nicaragua.  In the year 2000, Ave 

Maria College was pre-accredited by the American Academy for Liberal  Education 

(AALE) and approved by the State of Michigan as a four-year, degree-granting 

educational institution offering the Bachelor of Philosophy degree. The Ave Maria 

College graduated its first class in Spring 2002. The College received candidacy from the 

North Central Association in the Spring of 2003.  

 

As additional Ave Maria entities came into existence, the concept of an Ave Maria 

University evolved. Originally conceived as a Michigan development, the wisdom of 

establishing a Florida entity as the foundation for the University became increasingly 

clear.  Thus, an interim campus of Ave Maria University was established at the 

Greenfield Commons property, 1025 Commons Circle in the Vineyards, an upscale 

residential and recreational development in Naples, Florida. This campus is located on 

seven acres and Phase I construction currently contains two four-story mid-rise, 

condominium style residence halls, an indoor -outdoor recreational facility, classrooms, a 

library, a chapel, computer laboratories, a dining facility, and offices for faculty and 

administrative personnel. Phase II construction will contain an additional set of six 

faculty residences, and an auditorium, bookstore, new chapel, and library expansion 

complex, as well as additional parking space. Phase III will contain residential and 

operational space for laboratories, faculty offices, and the Pre-theologate on the north 

side of the campus.  When completed, this campus will contain more than 75,000 square 

feet of facility space. The interim campus is designed to house more than 400 students 

with adequate office space for faculty and staff and appropriate support facilities.  While 

the University launches its operations at Greenfield Commons, property acquisition, 

planning, and permitting work began on the permanent campus to be located east of 

Naples near the Immokalee community.   

 

In the Summer of 2007, the University opened the doors of its new campus in Ave Maria, 

Florida. The campus is located in the community of Ave Maria which is in Eastern 

Collier County on property between Oil Well Road and Camp Keais Road approximately 

20 miles east of Naples, Florida and 5 miles south from Immokalee. The campus includes 

four single-sex dormitories, the Canizaro Library, an academic building with classrooms, 

faculty offices, a lecture hall and an impressive array of scientific laboratories and 

equipment, and a student union with a capacious dining hall, conference rooms, fitness 

room, and student lounges, as well as several outdoor sports and recreational fields and 

courts. Adoration chapels are located in the dormitories and the Canizaro Library. The 

Oratory was dedicated as the Parish of Ave Maria Oratory by Bishop Frank Dewane on 

the Feast of the Annunciation 2008. 

 

The University is built as an integrated entity containing the educational and student 

support facilities, a distinctive church, a commercial center, and residential and 

recreational areas. This development is a significant development in the history of Florida 

and higher education, as rarely has a campus of such anticipated stature been conceived 

and built from the ground up within such a short time. This is the first new Catholic 
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university to be founded in more than 40 years. The total land owned by the University is 

almost 1,000 acres. The campus is initially designed to occupy approximately 113 acres. 

ACCREDITATION 

 

Ave Maria University is licensed and authorized by the Commission for Independent 

Education (C.I.E.), State Department of Education, State of Florida, to recruit, admit, and 

enroll students, as well as offer the degrees described in this catalogue. Interested parties 

desiring information regarding Ave Maria University may obtain such information from 

the Commission for Independent Education, Department of Education, 325 W. Gaines 

Street, Suite 1414, Tallahassee, FL 32399, call toll-free 888-224-6684, or visit the 

Commissionôs web site at www.fldoe.org. Ave Maria Universityôs licensure number is 

3011. 

 

Ave Maria University has a Full Accreditation Status with the American Academy for 

Liberal Education (AALE).  This accreditation includes its Latin American Campus in 

Nicaragua, an integral part of the university.  Should additional information be sought, 

the address of the Academy is 1050 17th Street, NW. Suite 400, Washington, DC 20036.  

Phone: 202-452-8611.  Website: www.aale.org. 

 

Also, Ave Maria University, including its Latin American Campus in Nicaraguan, is a 

Candidate for Accreditation with the Commission on Colleges of the Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools to award location-specific baccalaureate, master and 

doctoral degrees (B.A., M.T.S., M.A., Ph.D.,).  Contact the Commission on Colleges at 

1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097 or call 404-976-4501 for questions about 

the status of Ave Maria University. 

 

Ave Maria Universityôs Profession of Faith 

We with firm faith believe and profess everything that is contained in the symbol of faith: 

namely, 

 

¶ We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 

God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, one in Being with the Father. Through him all 

things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became 

man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered, died and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

http://www.aale.org/
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He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in the one holy catholic and 

apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

¶ With firm faith we believe as well everything contained in Godôs word, written or 

handed down in tradition and proposed by the church--whether in solemn 

judgment or in the ordinary and universal Magisterium--as divinely revealed and 

called for faith. 

 

¶ We also firmly accept and hold each and every thing that is proposed by that 

same church definitively with regard to teaching concerning faith or morals. 

 

¶ What is more, we adhere with religious submission of will and intellect to the 

teachings which either the Roman pontiff or the college of bishops enunciate 

when they exercise the authentic Magisterium even if they proclaim those 

teachings in an act that is not definitive. 

 

Ave Maria University Board of Trustees  

Ave Maria University is governed by a self-perpetuating Board of Trustees that oversees 

the activities of the University.  From a legal perspective, the Board of Trustees is the 

University. The Board of Trustees receives advisement from the Board of Regents as well 

as the Board of Ecclesial Advisors of Ave Maria University.  

 

In accordance with the bylaws of the University, the Ave Maria University Board of 

Trustees is composed of members of the Catholic Church committed to its Magisterium, 

i.e., the teaching authority of the Catholic Church.  This Board guides the development of 

the institution and takes responsibility for its ongoing programs and success. According 

to the bylaws and common practice, the Board delegates to individual officers or groups 

authority to formulate policies and procedures affecting the operations and academic 

affairs of the University. In accordance with the laws of the State of Florida, the Board 

exercises fiduciary responsibility for the University, reviewing and approving its annual 

budget and making appropriate policy decisions. The Board of Trustees is deliberative in 

its processes and often depends on administrators to propose policies for consideration on 

matters of importance to the institution.  

 

On the recommendation of the faculty and administrators of the University, the Board 

confirms and awards all academic degrees and honors.  

Majors and Degrees 

The Ave Maria Latin American Campus offers the Bachelor of Arts degree in the 

following areas: 

  Business Administration  
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  Biology 

  Politics 

  Psychological and Social Sciences 

 

For students who wish a more in-depth study of a given discipline, the University offers 

them minors in English Literature, Spanish Literature, Philosophy, Theology, Biology, 

Ecotourism, Computer Information Systems, Mathematics, Politics, Psychological and 

Social Sciences, and Business Administration. The university offers for Business 

Administration the majors with emphasis on Economics, Finance, International Business, 

and Management. 

Academic Calendar  

The academic calendar is designed to serve the Catholic and educational mission of Ave 

Maria University.  With this goal in mind, many national holidays, while being observed, 

are not occasions for the closure of the University.  The University does cease from 

academic and business functions on some religious holidays and Holy Days of 

Obligations.  

Purpose Statement 

The purpose of Ave Maria University - Latin American Campus is to: 

1. Provide a quality undergraduate learning experience for students in all of its programs 

of study. 

2. Create a campus atmosphere in which students experience an authentic Roman 

Catholic environment. 

3. Be an authentic Christian witness to the community outside the college. 

4. Offer the foundational background for students whose native language is not English a 

program that will enable them to fulfill their educational goals. 

5. Provide efficient administrative and support services so that the institution can fulfill 

its mission. 

Ave Maria University Branch Campus in Nicaragua 

The Ave Maria University-Latin American Campus, is located in the Province of Carazo, 

city of San Marcos, Nicaragua, a small community located about 25 miles from 

Managua, the capital city of Nicaragua.  The campus was originally a campus of the 

University of Mobile, a Baptist institution located in Mobile, Alabama.   In July 2000, 

pursuant to the missionary component of the Catholic mission of Ave Maria, the 

ownership and control of the institution was officially transferred to Ave Maria College 

of Ypsilanti, Michigan, the predecessor institution to AMU.  Operating as a branch 

campus of that institution, the Nicaraguan location eventually became accredited by the 

American Academy for Liberal Education (AALE) and achieved Candidacy with the 

North Central Association of Colleges and Schools (NCA).  The campus operated within 

this framework until summer of 2007, when Ave Maria University officially assumed 

total control over the programs and operations of the location.   This acquisition occurred 

concurrently with the closing of the Ypsilanti campus.  
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The campus student body is international in character; however, it is an English speaking 

campus.  All students must meet campus specific admissions requirements, including 

passage of the TOEFL examination. The faculty is also international in character, coming 

largely from American and European institutions.  The campus must satisfy American 

accreditation standards and currently enjoys accreditation from the American Academy 

of Liberal Education. As a branch campus, students from either campus can transfer 

freely for at least a semester to experience collegiate learning and Catholic mission 

activity in an international environment. In 2007-2008, the student body numbered 465 

students, a large percentage of which are eligible for Federal financial aid from the 

American government.  The campus features fifteen classrooms, several of which are in 

the process of being converted into "smart classrooms." The University recently received 

two grants from U.S.A.I.D, through the American Schools and Hospitals Abroad (ASHA) 

program, the funds from which are being used to partially fund the new Howard Library, 

currently under construction.  The remaining funds are being used to upgrade additional 

classrooms as "smart classrooms," assist with the equipping of the Library, and generally 

improving operational elements of the campus.  Housing is provided both on- campus in 

the residence halls and in approved community locations. The campus also features an 

administration building, faculty offices, a student services building, recreational facilities, 

and a 300 person chapel, "La Purisima."  

 

The campus offers the Bachelor of Arts degree in the major programs of Biology, 

Business Administration, Politics, Psychological and Social Sciences. Additional non-

major courses are available in Chemistry, Computer Information Systems, English, 

Mathematics, Philosophy, Physics, Spanish, and Theology.  The campus provides a wide 

array of individual and group developmental services through the Campus Learning 

Center.  The campus also is noted for its excellent English language program for younger 

students offered through the Ave Maria Language Institute (AMLI) and for adult learners 

through the Ave Maria International Language Institute, which is located in Managua and 

San Salvador, El Salvador.  Academic courses are also offered on an occasional basis in 

Managua at the University location in the national capital city.  

 

The campus offers a robust Catholic spiritual life provided by resident priests, as well as 

members of a local Franciscan community and the Student Life staff through its various 

programs.   The campus enjoys an excellent relationship with the Archdiocese of 

Managua. The campus features daily Mass and a complete Catholic sacramental life 

provided by the clerical members of the campus community.    The Student Life office 

provides a dynamic student spiritual and social programs dedicated to the co-curricula 

and spiritual growth and development of the student body.  The campus location provides 

an excellent launching place for experiencing a wide variety of missionary and outreach 

services, as well as the flora and fauna of Central America through a variety of eco-

tourist activities. Central and Latin American history (including Pre-Columbian interests) 

and literature opportunities also exist for students interested in those areas of inquiry.  

The campus is located approximately 45 minutes from Nicaraguaôs Pacific Coast, rapidly 
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becoming famous in the United States for its tourism, American second home, fishing, 

and surfing activities.  The colonial city of Granada has recently been added to cruise line 

itineraries providing an opportunity to experience early Central American historical and 

colonial ambience.  Modern shopping opportunities are available in Managua in one of 

several shopping centers.  Enrollment in the AMU-LAC programs offers a wide variety 

of individual and group international living experiences and educational opportunities 

offered through the University's branch campus.  

 

For additional information on the Latin American Campus, students should explore its 

online website, www.avemaria.edu.ni; (admissions@avemaria.edu.ni) or thorough a link 

on the Florida campus' website, www.avemaria.edu.  The official address of the campus 

is Ave Maria University-Latin American Campus, San Marcos, Carazo, Nicaragua. 

Phone numbers: 011-(505)-2535-2314/2312; Fax 011-(505) 2535-2336.  

 

 

http://www.avemaria.edu.ni/
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ADMISSION  

 

It is the nature of human beings, and especially youth, to seek the 

Absolute, the meaning and fullness of life. Dear young people, do not 

be content with anything less than the highest ideals! ...Our personal 

encounter with Christ bathes life in new light, sets us on the right path, 

and sends us out to be His witnesses (cf. Veritatis Splendor, 88). 

ðJohn Paul II, Invitation to 2002 World Youth Day in Toronto 

General Policies 

Ave Maria University Latin American Campus welcomes applications from all persons 

who desire a quality education and who are in agreement with the philosophy held by the 

institution. A candidate for admission must normally have an academic diploma from an 

accredited high school or equivalent, demonstrate an adequate level of English language 

proficiency, and should give evidence of good moral character, academic ability, and 

personal maturity. An accredited high school, for admissions purposes, may be 

considered such if it has been accredited by a regional accrediting agency approved by 

the U.S. Department of Education, or alternately approved by the respective local 

government authorities. ñEquivalentò is defined as a reputable public or private high 

school, home schooling, or GED credits. Home schooled applicants may be considered 

for equivalency credit provided some measurable standard is submitted, such as the ACT 

or other test(s). Questions by the Director of Admissions concerning high school 

accreditation or equivalency credit may be referred to the Admissions Committee for 

review. 

 

Admissions Counseling 

The Ave Maria University Admissions Office provides information and admissions 

counseling for prospective students.  Interviews are a desirable part of the admissions 

procedure.  Appointments may be made throughout the week, Monday through Friday, 

from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

An Overview of the Admissions Process  

Step 1: Complete the application procedure. A detailed description of the process is 

outlined under "Admissions Procedure" in this catalogue.  

 

Step 2: Once the Admissions Office receives all essential documents, the complete 

application is evaluated by the admissions counselor for acceptance in accord with the 

admissions criteria of the University and following the schedule for applications.  If the 

applicant does not meet the admissions criteria, the Admissions Committee will review 

the application for possible acceptance.  
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Step 3: The Admissions Office mails a decision letter to the applicant.  

Admissions Procedure  

Applicants are expected to complete their admissions files as early as possible for the Fall 

and Spring semesters. An admissions file is considered complete when the Admissions 

Office has received the following:  

 

1. A completed Ave Maria University Application;  

2. Payment of a $50.00 non-refundable fee 

3. An official high school transcript;  

4. ACT or SAT test scores. The ACT code is 4813 and SAT College Board School code 

is 3840.  

5. All of ficial college transcripts, if the student has taken any college courses (please see 

the Transfer Student section);  

6. Admissions essays (listed below under "standards for acceptance");  

7. A list of all extracurricular activities, awards, and achievements; and  

8. Two letters of recommendation from individuals not related to the applicant who have 

a basis for making such a recommendation (one recommendation must be from an 

academic source).  

 

Application forms are available through the Office of Admissions and online at 

www.avemaria.edu.ni. Students may submit applications after completing their junior 

year in high school. Early application is encouraged.  Applications should be addressed 

to:  
 
Ave Maria University Latin American Campus 
Admissions Office  
San Marcos, Carazo, Nicaragua 
Phone numbers: 505-2535-2314/505-2535-2312 
Fax: 505-2535-2336  
Email: admissions@avemaria.edu.ni  
Website: www.avemaria.edu.ni 

 

Standards for Acceptance  

To be eligible for regular undergraduate admission to the University, students must meet 

the following standards.  

 

1. High school unweighted grade point average (GPA) above 2.4 or a college GPA 

above 2.0 on a 4.0 scale.  For international students a cumulative grade of 75 or a 

similar grade for the last two years. 

2. A minimum SAT score of 1375 on the new SAT or a minimum score of 19 on the 

ACT exam.  

3. One well-constructed essay on either of the following topics:  
































































































































































































































































